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Budge's well-doing is a great pleasure to me, and
I think he improves in all respects together.    Wal-
ter is coming down to-night to dine with us; we
have not seen him for an age.    Flu went up to
hear William's speech,1 and dined  and slept in
London.    On that night when I went to bed about
twelve o'clock I missed Toss,2 who is generally by
the fire in the room where we sit; when I went
upstairs there she was sitting upright in the middle
of my bed waiting for me.    There was no fire in
the room, and she never sleeps on our bed, but that
night she missed Flu, and came there to inquire for
her and to keep me company.    She curled herself
up on the counterpane by my side, and whenever I
woke in the night she sat up instantly and looked
at me; directly I lay down she curled herself up and
slept again, and so she remained till I went down
to breakfast the next morning.    She is a most in-
teresting cat, and we get fonder and fonder of her,
though we have just put her on two meals of meat
a day instead of three, as we thought too much
meat tended to promote inflammatory action of her
lungs, which are delicate."   There are several things
I should like to send you, but I have none of them
with me here.    Walrond, who has had a great dis-
appointment in not being made a Commissioner in
his department, has written me a really charming
letter, which shows how excellent and also how
feeling a man he is.    I will send it you.    I think
William's Bill will do  very well.     I  am   glad   it
is  so little altered   since I Jieard   its  contents  in
1  In introducing the Education Bill, February 17, 1870.
2  The Persian cat.